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III. The Natural ffiftory and Defcription of the Phce- 
nicopterus or Flamingo $ with two Views of the 
Heady and three of the Tongue, of that beautiful 
and uncommon Bird, (By James Douglafs, M. D. 
%. Soc. S. 

N M E K 

IT was the famous Comical Poet Ariflophanes, that 
fir ft makes mention of this Bird by the Name of 
$oiviK07riep!§* (a), and not long after ic is called op«s 
®oirix4@* (b) by Pbilcftratus in his Life of Apolhnlus 
Tyaneus. Apiclus, Vilnius, Suetonius, JuvenH, and other 
Latin Writers, retain the Greek Word, and call it Vkoi* 
nicopterus* Bellonlus (c) fays, that in French it is named 
k Flement or Flambant. Scaliger affirms, that in Pro- 
vence they call it Flammant ; And (d) Gefner fays ir may 
be called Avis Rubra per excellentiam (e) Aldrovmius 
Writes, that in Sardinia it goes by the Name of Flamin- 
go ; and de Last tells us, the Spaniards in the Wtfi Indies 
call it Flamenco » Dr. Charlton and Dr. Gre*> convert the 
Greek Appellation into Englifh, naming it the Vhosnl- 
copter : And Sir Hans Shane, in his Catalogue of Jamaica 
Birds annexed to Mr. Rays'Synopfis Avium, ftiles it the 
Flamingo, (f) Du Tert re calls it leFlamand. which dif- 
fers but little from the Name given it by Bellonlus': And 



(a) Ariftofb. Avcs. Sc. A. (b) Philoft. Lib. 8. fag. 387. Edit. Paris. 
1605. fol. (c) Bellen. Hiflohe da Oyfeaux, Lib.%. Cap.%. \a) G-fncr 
Hift. Anim. Libj$, (e) A/drcv, Owithol. Tom. III. Lib. io. Cap: 4. (/ ) 
Bifi, dss lflss, &c. f, 300, 
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to mention no more, (g) Da Hamd lays us commonly 
csli'd Bicbaru in Frame. 

Etymologm. 

AH thefe differing Names may be eafily accounted for, 
from the Colour mod predominant in its Wings. Thus 
Martial (Epigram 58. Lib, Hi.) fays of this Bird: 

Nvmenqw debet qu<e rubentilus pennis. 

And again (Epigr. 71. Lib, XIILJ he makes it give the 
true Derivation of its own Name; 

Dat mi hi penna mfans nomen. 

The Greek Name is compounded of two, viz q>oi- 
vliu©*, puniceus, ruber, and irlegfiv, AL^ a Wing, quod fit 
rukentibtii Alis ; which thing in different Words is ex- 
prefl as follows, by the fevera! Authors I have confuic- 
ed. Bellonius fays 'tis called in French Flambant, not 
only from the Date-Colour of its Wings, a DsSfjlorum 
colore, le a Scarlet or light red, like the Fruit of the 
Palm or Date- Tree called in Greek <po7vi%; but alio from 
the Luitre of the Colour refembling Flame : or as dldrts- 
vavdus has it, quod vtlut ignis inftar ejus rubedo emicet. 
The Words of Gefner are, Ego Gallicum nomen a rubro £3 
flammto rofiri, crurum, pennarumque in altquibus part thus 
colore ind'uum^e cony'cerim : aut forte quoniam exFlandna 
bjeme ad Narbonenfis Frovincis maritima <vdati, nam Flan- 
drum Galli Flammant appellant : vel a corporis froceritate, 
quales foient e[feFlandrl Mt.Willougbby (b) fays the French 
name it thus "rather from the flammeous Colour of the 
Wings and Feet, than that it comes in the Winter Time 

(g) Hi/l, He i'Acuci. %.»/<?, f, u 3. (*) Ornithology, lib. Ill, S:8,z. 

ftom 
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from Flanders. For lie believes there was fearce ever feen 
in Flanders a Bird of that kind ; fo far are they from 
being common there, and flying from thence into other 
Countries, (k) Dr. Grew believes it named in Greek from 
the Scarlet Colour of its Wings; and Flmmwt in 
French for the fame Reafon. Du Hamd explains its 
Name Bechartt by Aratri-rcftrutn, (quafi BeC'Charrik) 
qitordam roflrum ejus aratri injlar infleclitur. 

Genus. 
All Authors, from Ariftophanes down to Aldrovandm^ 
have accounted the Phoeniceptenis a Bird of the Palmipede 
or web-footed kind ; and tho' this lafl named Author 
will not allow it to be fo, yet he is forced to own that 
it is not a true Fijfipede or digirated Fowl ; mm & mem' 
bratt<e digit os Jepientis qttoddam habet radimentum.ace his own 
Words, Dr. Charlton only, among all the later Natural 
Hiftorians, has approved of his Divifion, and according- 
ly ranked the Plwnicopter in the Clafs of Aquatick Fijfi- 
pedes. But that it is a Water-Fowl all agree ; Ariftofha- 
ms calls it hifAvcu®«, i.e. palufim •, and Aldrovandw lays 
cf it, Avis efi aquas amans : not to mention others. 

T)ijferenU&. 

I find Authors are 'filcnt as to the different Sorts of 
tKisBifd, only Aldiovandus gives us two Figures thereof 
that are not alike. 

Locus Nat alts. 

This Bird is found in three of the Principal Parts of the 
World, that is, in Africa, America and Europe. Htlifc 
dorus (JEthiop. Lib. 6.) calls it tiah^ov fosttxoVTeei^ 
a Bird of the Nik; and the old Scholia jl upon Ju- 
venal (Sat. xi. ver. 139 J affirms, that ahundans efi in 
Africa ; and Du Harness Words are, Inter aniwzniz; 



{!>) Mufeum %fg. Sec, p. 6j . 
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qu£ fua mole commeniantur, Avis ilia ex /Egftto allaia efl, 
ejuam Vetera oh flumas in Alls rubeas Phceniccpterum dix- 
ere, John de Laet writes, that there is an Abundance of 
them in the 'Hand ofCd-a, as alio at the Sfle called Rocca, 
lying on the Coaft of the Province of Venezuela m South 
America ;. and Rcchfort fays the fame thing of the IfJand 
of St. Domingo. 

(1) D ampler fa\V fomc few of them at Sal, one of the 
CapeVirds ifiands: He hath like wife fecn fomc of them 
atRic U Hacbai alfo at an I Hand near the Main of^- 
merica right againft guerifao, cali'd by the Privateers 
Fhrningo-Key, from the Multitude of thefe Fowls than 
breed there ; and he never faw of their Nells and Young 
but there only. 

Tho' thefe winged Creatures live for the rnoft part in 
thofe hot Countries, yet they fometimes vine us here in 
Europe, and fo may be accounted amongli the Migra- 
tory Kind, or Birds of Paffage, which is confirmed by 
theTefHmonies of feveral Authors.- For, 

Bellonius told us long ago, migrant ultra mure, and are 
often taken in Italy, and oftner in Spain. 

(w) Gaffendus fays they are frequently catched in the 
fenny Grounds and Marfhcs about Arks in Provenct, up- 
on the Rhone. 

Gefnerus. guidam ntihi retulit avem banc mn prccul a 
Monte-Peflulano cap. He fays in another Place, that they 
iwirn in Flocks not far from the Shore in Mediterraneo 
Mart Gallic o. 

Willottghby writes, that in hard Weather in the Winter 
Time, it comes over to the Coaft of Provence (and is 
often taken about Martiquez, a Sea- Port Town in that 
Country) and mLanguedoc,znd is frequently found about 
Montf slier: But whence it comes and where it is bred, 

« " ■ — " ■ — * ■' " ■ ■ — 1 ■ - ' — *— » ■ " ' ' " * ' . I — W— ■ I I ■■■ ,.1.1 ■■■ — M .I.— ■■! II -— , ... H — - ■L .... M ..W1 

(/) Damp. New Voyage round the World, f, 6j. - (m) Guff. Vita P«« 
rejc. Lib, II, in fine, 

to 



( 5v) 

to me, fays he, is unknown. N.B. This PafTage is not 
in the Latin Edition of his Works, but added to the 
Englifh which was publifhed two Years after the firfl:. 
However, he (ays pofitively, that they don't come from 
Flanders, where they are fo far from being common, as 
fome alledge, that there never was one feen in that 
Country. 

(») Dr.Charleton informs his Reader that he was prefer.!- 
ed with the Skin of one of thefe Birds, well fluffed and 
dried, by a Gentleman at his Return from the Univer« 
fity of Montpelier, near which Place it had been taken. 
liu]tis exuvias rite conditas infertafque mihi dono dedit prdr 
ncbilis Javems D. Thomas Crew Bq, Jurat. 

(o) Dr Lifter fays, Frequens efl Plcsnicopterus inpahdihus 
nmitimis ad mare Mediterraneum Provincix & Langw.doc'ut. 

Whether this Bird were known to Ariftctk is aQue- 
ftion : for all our Writers of Natural Hiflory agree, that 
the l 'hcemcofterus is no where mentioned by Name by 
the Phibfopher ; yet they can hardly believe that he 
was ignorant of a Bird fo clearly defer bed by his Con- 
temporary Ariftopbants. flUrum eft, fays Gefner, hujus 
tarn pulcha ejr eximit Avis nomen ab Ariflotek taceri, cum 
Arijlophanes, qui vixit eadem atate, msminerit. Sed Gr£* 
cis etiam raram ejfe banc avem puto. 

Bcllonius .hinks th.it Ariftotk defcribed this Bird under 
the Name of Glottis or Lingulaca, asTbeodorusGaza tranf- 
lates it- AUrovandus is of the fame Opinion, but Gef- 
ner and Scal'ger are not ; for the firfl fays, Ego verb its 
qttas Gallinuias aquaticas ncfiri vacant avibtts Glottidsm ad~ 
mmero, qtt& cmnes fftpedes funt : .And the latter in his 
Commentary upon this Paflage fays. Glottis au'em qus 
fit nondum mihi conftat. Ridiculum quod quidam de Phce- 
nicoptero aufus eft prenmtiare. 



(a) Charlton de Differcvtiit S? Ktm, Ammaiium, 
in Apicium Ccciiurn, Lib, VI. cap. 7. 

M m m m ? 
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ViBus ^atiOj Nidificatio, PoLitus, Sec. 

Gefner lays, circa lacus d>" paludes viffitat^ and that it 
feeds on Perwinkles and Fifh : And by Dampiers Ac- 
count we learn, that they delight to keep together in 
Flocks, and feed in Mud and Ponds, or in fuch Places 
where there is not much Water; that they are very fhy, 
and therefore it is hard to flioot them; that they build 
their Nefts in {hallow Ponds, where there is much Mud, 
which they {'crape together, making little Hillocks, like 
{mail lflands, appearing out of the Water, a Foot and 
an half from the Bottom : They make the Foundation of 
thefe Hillocks broad, bringing them up tapering to rhs 
Top, where they leave a fmall hollow Pic to lay their 
Eggs in. And when they cither lay their Eggs or hatch 
them, they itand all the while, not on the Hillock, but 
over it, with their Legs on the Ground in the Water, 
refting themielves againft the Hillock, and covering the 
hollow Nell upon it with their Wings.- For their Legs 
are very long, and building thus, as they do, upon the 
Ground, they could neither draw their Legs convenient- 
ly into their Nefts 5 nor fit down upon them otherwifs 
than by refling their whole Bodies there, to the Prejudice 
of their Eggs or Young, were it, not for this admirable 
Contrivance, which they have by natural Inftinft. They 
never lay more than three Eggs, and feldcm fewer, The 
young ones cannot fly till they are aimoft full grown 5 
but will run prodigioufly faft. Thus far Damper. 

Da Tertre, in his Hiftory of the Ifles, &c. gives thefe 
farther Circumflances. Cts ojfeaux, dit il, on: It ton de 
la vcix fi fort, quit ny aperfonne, en les entendanf, qui nt 
crexfl que ce font des trompettes qui forwent. lis font ton- 
joH7S en bandes, & pendant qa'ils ont L tefte cache e, barbc- 
tant dans !■ cm c amine les Cygnes, pour trouver kur mange- 
title, il y a toujeun un en fentinelle tout de bout, Is col etex- 

du 
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dk, I'oeit ctrconfpecH, & la tefte inquiete. Si toft quit* ap* 
perceit quelquun, il jonne la trompette, donne I'alarme m 
quartier, prind le vol tout le premier, & tons les autrcs k 
fuivtnt, llsvolent en ordre cemme les Griies ; que ft I' on les 
pettt fur prendre, its font ft facile a tuer, que lesmolndres blzf~ 
fares les font dim ear er fur la place. Us font rarest nefe voy~ 
ent jamais, ft non- dans les f alines le pins eloignees duPeuple. 

On les ecorcbe, & de Uur peaux on fait de fonrreurs, que 
ton dit etre tres utile a ceux qui Jont travaillez des froideurs 
& debilite d' eftomac 

(p) Rochfort likewife informs us, That lis ent /' Ouye & 
£ Gdorat fi fuhtile, qu'ils eventent de loin les chnff-ears* & 
les armes a feu, Pour eviter aujji tout furprife, Us (e pofent 
volontlers en des lieux decouverts, ej? au milieu de marec4ges, 
dou ils peuvent appercevoir de loin leurs enncmir, $ W y en 
a toujour s un de la bande qui fait le guet. lis font gns & 
ent la chaire ajfez delicate. On conferve Uur feau qui eft sou** 
•vert d'un rnol duvet, pour etre employe aux mefmes ufges 
que celles du Cygne & dit Vautour. 

De Laet obferves, that thefe Birds are fo accuftomed 
to Salt Water, that the Indians, when they tame them, 
mi'x.Sak with the frefh Water for them; elfe they pine 
away and die. And though Ariflophanes fays it is « tw 
■kha&av , or not ufed to_ be tame ; yet GaJJendus writes, 
that M, Variw, Prefident of the Parliament at Aix in 
Frovence, and a great Friend of M* Peircfc, ufed to di- 
vert himfelf with feeding them with Bread moiftned 
with Water, which they commonly eat in the Night and 
not in the Day Time. The fame learned Perfon obier- 
ved, that they could difcern the Approach of cold Wea- 
ther, and would come to the Fire, fo as fometimes to 
burn their Feet; and" that, when one Foot pained them, 
they would go upon the other, ufmg their Bill in Head 



(f) JSiftoire del Antilles.. 
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of the burnt Foot,* That they flept {landing upright on 
one Foot, with the other drawn up to their Bread among 
their Feathers : And laftly, that very little Sleep ferved 
their Turn. 

Mftts. 

This beautiful and fcarce Bird was much eileemed by 
the Romans, and frequently made ufe of in their coftly 
Sacrifices and fumptuous Entertainments. Thus Sueto- 
nius' (q) defcribing the exquifite Sacrifices which were 
tjppoinred by the mad Emperor Caligula to be offered 
ro himfelf as a Divinity, fays of them, Ho(li<e erant 
Pbcenicopteri, ' Pavones, Tetraones, Numidic<e, Meliagrides, 
Phafiana, qiu generatim per fingules dies immol&rcntur. 
And the iame Hiftorian relates further (r), that this 
Emperor pridie qn&m periret facrijicans refperfus eft Phcc- 
nicopteri [anguine. 

That the Tongue of this Volatile was much com- 
mended, and in great Efteem, for its excellent Tafte and 
mod delicious Relifh, will appear from the following 
Quotations. And firft we read in Pliny (s), that Apicius 
laid the Tongue of this Bird was a delicious and favory 
Bit, Phcenkopteri linguam p&cipui ejfe faports apicius do- 
euit, nepotum omnium altiffmus gurges. 

The Poet Martial fays the fame thing in the afore- 
cired Epigram: 

Dat mi hi penna ruhens nomen : fed lingua, gulojis 
Noftra fa fit ; 

And Juvenal (t) in that Satyr where he expofes the ex- 
travagant Luxury and Gluttony of the Romans, men- 



(q) Suetonii Caligula, f. li. (r) Sealig. §. 57. {A plhm Nat. 
Hift, Lib. X. cap. 48, (t) fuvetul. Sat. XI. 
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tions this Fowl, amongft fome others equally rare, that 
they made ufe of in their Feafts. 

~~Et ScythktS volucres & Phznicopterus ingens. 

We read in Suetonius how the Emperor Vitell'ms had 
them often ferved at his Table, with a great many more 
Varieties brought from the mod diftant Parts of the 
Univerfe; his Words are, (u) In hacScarotumjocinera, Pha- 
fianorum cerebelU, linguas Phoenkopterum, Mur&narum laches 
a Car pat hie uf que fret c que HifpanU perNavArchos ac Triremes 
fftitarum commifcuit ; hoc eft, ab extremis imperii finibus 
Cdentem verfus &Occidentem. And Heliogabalm, another 
ot the Roman Emperors, as Lampridius writes, treated 
his Courtiers with fumptuous nice Dimes made of the 
Inwards and Brains of Phcenicopers, exhibuit Pa/atinis in- 
gentes Japes extis & cerehdlk Phcenicopterornm refer t as. 

What is related by Gaffendus. in the Life of that learn- 
ed Nobleman Peireskius, is no Argument againfi the ex- 
cellent Rehih of the Tongue of this Bird -• For his Friend 
Varius, who therein feems to contradict the received O- 
pinion, was at that Time juft upon the Recovery from 
a long illnefs; he had no Appetite, loathed all Sorts of 
Meats, and mended but very flowly ; fo that its no 
Wonder if he did not perceive all the Relilh of that nice 
Bit, for which of old it was fo much commended. Be- 
fldes, his Anfwer is not as to the Tongue, which was 
owned to be much fweeter than that of a Kid, but to the 
Flefli of this Bird, ("as will appear from the Original.) Ko* 
gatsts fulinde fuit de (apore carnis Phosnicopteri. Excepit <?««• 
Jem mirari fe, cur HUm Apicius apud Plinium, & Imperato- 
res Caligula &Vitelliu$ apud Smtonium, Helicgabalus apud 
hampridium, & nonnulli alii t ant is in deliciis habui^ent. 
JEjfe enim earn injucundam, aut faporis certe non exqmfni, 
aquatic arum aliarum inftar, cum etiam pifcem cleat j ftnde a 



l'j) Suetonii VitelL §. 1 3. 



Trminciaiihus ulphrimum abjicitur, exttvitqiit folnm funt 
ufui in faftuofis conviviis, carnibus aliarum avium ob$s- 



The Way to drefi the Phankopter, and how to make 
a Sawce fit for it, we may read in Apicius's Bookafc Obfo- 
niis & Condiment is, fiu de Artecequinaria, Lib. Vi. c 7. 

Phcenkopterum elixas, lavas, ornas ; includi 1 in cacabum, 

adjkies aquam, falem & aceti modicum \ dimidia, cotlura 

adigas fafciculum porri & cwiandri at coqttatur-: Props 

eoBuram defrulum mitt is, cobra-; adjicies in mortar ium 

piper, cumixum, coriandrum, laferis radicem, mentham, rut am : 

fricabis : fujfundis acetum : adjicies carjotam. Jus de fuo 

ft hi perfundis, reexinanies in eundem cacabum, amilo obit gas, 

jus perfundis & inferes. Aliter. Ajfas avsm, teres piper, H* 

guflicum, apli femen, fefamum, defrutum, petrefelinum, men* 

-tham, cepam ficcam, carptant ; metle, vino, liquamine, ace* 

to, oleo & defruto temperabh. 

Philoftratus Puniceam Avem, i e. fhcenicopterum, inter 
in enf arum delicias numerat, Lib. VIII. Vitre Apoll. 

(x) W-ormius. Linguam hujus avis veteribm Romanis in 
dehciis olim fuiffe decent cupediarum magiftri Apicim ■■& alii. 

Dr. Grew. The Tongue of this Bird, as Apicim faid, 
was a delicious Morfel amonft the Romans. 

N B. fn the Treatise Ae Obfoniis & Condiment is, that 
goes under the Name of Apicim, there's no mention 
made of the Tongue of this Fowl : For as Dr. Lifter 
well obferves, Apicim nofier Mc filet de lingua pracipuo 
Upon: Which is a pretty convincing Proof, that this 
Book de re coquinaria, is only a Collection made by 
iome modern Keman; the Name of the old Apicius, thac 
great Mafter of the Art of Eating, being only prefixed 
to it, for the Baiefit of the Bookfeller. 

(x) Mujesum. 

D ampler 
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Damper. The Flefli of both young and old is lean 
and black, yet very good Meat, tailing neither fifhy 
nor unfavory: A Di!h of Flamingos Tongues being fie 
for a Prince's Table. They are large, having a large 
Knob of Fat at the Root-, which is, an excellent Bit. 

Dtt Tertre. La chair en eft excellente, quoy qu'eilefent 
un fen U marine : mats fur tout la langue paffe pour It plus 
friand moreeau qui puiffe etre mange. 

Vefcriptio tPartium. 

Magnitude. 

According to Bellonius this Bird is of the Bignefs of 
the Fowl he calls Elorius, which is our Curlien. 

Scaliger compares it to the Heron, magnitudo ei Arde*. 

Gefner fays it is as big as a Ckonia or Stork, or rather 
bigger. 

Aldrovandus writes, de magnitudim ejus ego nihil certi 
fiffero, quia Avem nunqusm vidi. 

Dampier. The Flamingo is a fort of large Fowl much 
like the Heron in Shape, but bigger and of a reddifli 
Colour. 

Du Tertre. Lc Flam and eft un oifeau gros comme nne On 
fauvage, 

Collum. 

It hath an extraordinary long Neck according to Mr. 

Willoughhy. 

Du Tertre. II a le coti rouge, fort menu pour la grandeur 
de f ojfeau, & long d'une demy Toife. 

Cauda. 
Scaliger. Caudam hahet brevifjlmam at velutt prmfam; 

Roftrum & Caput. 
Scaliger writes, that the Bill of this Fowl is neither 
freight nor altogether crooked : Rbftrum neque rettum 

N n n n plane 
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plant, fed neqm aduncum habet, Scythici arcus partem pot ius 
imitatur, 

Gefner, who compares this Bird to the Crane for Big- 
nefs, adds, Roftro jefquialtera fere longhudim ad Cicoms 
rojirum t (uperius craffo ejr tubercttlis quibufdam afpero. 

Aldrovandus commends the Account Scaliger gives of 
the Bill, and then adds, inRoflri autem conformatione non 
parum lujit Natura ; non enim ut Anatum aut Anfemm pla- 
num eft, cum alioqui fit latum, neqne ut Ardearum reSfum 
& rotundum, neque denique at rap actum Aquilarum am Ac~ 
tipitrum aduncum ; cum tamen fit curvum qui dim C!> dcorfum 
infiexum, fed in medio fuperhris mandibuU notabili extube- 
rantia infigne, fix digitos Ionium, inttts cavum & canalicu- 
htum media fui parte. Superior etiam mandibnla inferior i 
longior eft, & in acuiijftmam aciem definit ; contra vers in" 
ferfor long} crafjhr. 

Du Tertre. // a la tefte ronde ejr pake, a laqutlle eft at- 
tache ttn gros bee, long de quatre pouces, moitie rouge & 
moitie noire, & reconrle en fenae de cikilliere. 

Olaus Wormius gives the following Defcription of. the 
Head and Bill of the Phxnicopter, which he had fent him 
from a Friend, viz. 

Caput longitudine ttneias oot'o f&per'abdt' f '"lffttm caput, ex- 
eepto roftro, trium erat. Roftrum ipfum figuram a Scaligero 
delineatam obtinet, in medio crajfum fatis fed cvurn, Jupe- 
riore ejus parte utrinque ad later a canhulatum ; ad fui ex > 
artum duokus grandibm foraminibus olfaffini depuHtU pr&* 
ditum, in exi remit ate aduncum, inter?*} denticu'latum cum 
co ft a fit eminent ia in medio, Pars vero inferior nigra, 
frequentibus fradita ftriis ad extremum excurrentibus j lon- 
gitudine vero ctdit fuperiori^ fed amfla eft ejr capax, crafts 
lingua, qus aberat, exeipknda apt a. 

Dr. Grew has obliged us with a very curious Account 
of die Bill of this Bird, for which he lays it is moil 

remark- 
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remarkable The Figure of each Beak is truly Hyper- 
bolical : The upper Jaw is ridged behind, before plain 
or flat, and pointed like a Sword, with the Extremity 
bended a little downwards: Within it hath an Angle 
or iliarp Ridge, which runs all along the Middle, at 
the Top of the Hyperbole, not above a quarter of an 
Inch high: The lower Beak in the fame Place above 
one Inch high, hollow, and the Margins ilrangely ex- 
panded inward, for the Breadth of above a quarter of 
an Inch, and fomewhat convexly. They are both fur- 
nifhed with black Teeth, as I call them from their Ufe, 
of an unufual Figure, fcil. flender, numerous, and pa- 
rallel as in Ivory Combs; but alfo very fhort, fcarce the 
eighth Part' of an fnch deep. An admirable Invention 
of Nature, by the Help of which and of the fliarp Ridge 
above-mentioned, this Bird holds his flippery Prey the 
fader. 

Mr. Raj defcribes the Rcftrum to be tetiufculum, fingit- 
fartt & inloli'a figura ; mandihuU nanfe fuperior incur va, 
deprefpt, dent at a; inferior craffior. 

Mcwppus, the Cynick Philofbpher, in a Fragment of 
his de Homine (which however at this Time is either 
loft, or at leafl hard to be come at) affirms this Bird 
to move its upper Jaw, as we find him quoted by (y) 
Rondeletius, where he is talking of the Crocodile's mo- 
ving that Mandible : His Words are, fed id nor* foli ex 
omnibus anlmalibui Crocodilo pecnliare, nam intra Aves, 
Phcenicopterus fuperiorem partem Roftri movet, ut an* 
mtavit Menippus Philofopbus, Libra de Homine. 

Gefner makes the very fame Quotation from Rondc* 
Ict'nis. 

(z.) C&rdmus repeats the fame thing without Men- 
tion of any Author, nam quidam exiftimant ttiam Pbceni- 



(y) Rondel Lib. de Ampbibiis, Cbap. 5. 

{$) Cards.n 4/* Varktate Rermt t Lib. 7. (*«/>, 37, 
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copter os aves MandibuUm mover e fuperionm ; but fubjoins, 
fed non adeo manifefta caufa e(i in Ave ut in Crocodilo. 

Wormius is of the fame Opinion ; but with Cardan, he 
thinks the Caufe is not fo manifeft as in the Crocodile. 

Dr. Charleton fays, that it was Cardmus- that firfl: made 
that Obfervation. 

Dr. Grew argues for this Movement from the peculiar 
Structure of the Roftrnm'-, alledging, however, that there 
can be no Determination of thefe Matters, without Fn- 
fpe&ion into the Mufcles, and the Articulation of the 
Bones. As for the Pbcenhopter, fays he, it muft needs be 
laid, that the Shape and Bignefs of the upper Beak (which 
here, contrary to what it is in all other Birds that I have 
feen, is thinner and far lefs than the neither,) fpeaks k 
to be the more fit for Motion, or to make the Appulfe, 
and the neither to receive it. 

Crura & Pedes. 

Etllonhs remarks, that the Legs of this Volatile arc 
very long. And on the contrary, 

* Scaliger writes, Crura pedefque funt adeo breves, ut cum 
in Uomine Gatenus agnoverit longiffimos , huh omnium, qua 
nota funt nobis, animal/urn brtvifimos attrihuere potmrit. 
For this he is feverely taxed by Dr. Charlton, hie nobis 
candide notandus occurrit error quidttm Scaligeri egregius : 
Is nimirum in Exercit in Arift. Hifi. Animal. ( this is 
wrong quoted, the Place being in Arift. Lib, de Gem- 
rat. Anim.) peculiares Phcenicopteri notas fatis prollxe 
defer/bens, crura ei breviffima curtofque pedes altrihiit, 
(verbis fufra citatis) atque Avem banc & cruribus (§" 
Juris gradiri longiffimis, omnium qnotquot- fu vivam 
feu mortuam contemplati funt oculi confirmant. Et quis 
precor, ullam aliam, ex Aquaticarum fiffipednm & plfcivora- 
rum claffe, volucrem unquam confpexit brevibus pedibus in- 

* Scalig.JS#««>. 233. § a. deSubtilitate, ad Cardamitn. 
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ftruftamt Cert} nemo. Neque confentamum eft^ ut quas 
Nature confilium ad pifecs in ftagnis & fluviormn vadis, 
non natando fid gralldtoriis veluti gradibus vadando, captan- 
dos dtftinaverit, eis crura concederentur turn neceffario ad vi- 
Bum quarendum officio imparia. Ad h&c, non aliunde fuit 
quant a prcceritate crurum ejr colli, quod PhcEtiicopterus 
dim a Juvenale ingens diceretur. 

Dr. Grew obferves the fame Mlfiake, but in fewer 
Words, which are the following; whin Scaliger there- 
fore faith that this Bird hath the fhorteft Legs of any Ani- 
mal yet knorrn, he would have (aid the longefl. 

Gefner fays, it is Cruribus rubris, ea prcceritate qua in Ci- 
conia funt, vel procerioribus. 

Du Tertre. Ceft.lt fins haul monte de tons les o\feaux 
que J'ay jamais veu en ma vie. II a Its Jambs tout rouges, 
& les pieds a demi marin. 

(y) Rochfort. lis ont les j^nbs S? let cuiffes ft hautes, qm 
le refte de leur corps eft ekve de terre de deux Ions pieds m 
environ. 

Color Plumarum. 

Scaliger thus elegantly exprefles the fine Colour of 
its Wings Cinereum color em nobilitant alarum punicex penna. 

Aldrovanduf. Mirumefl cur nigrum alarum colerem non 
annotdvit Scaliger. Cetera tela Avis ex cinereo, phceniceo 
$• albs color thus mi ft is fpttfalur. 

Gefner fays, Tennis albis parte prona ; rubentilus per 
Collum, Peclus, Ventrem & Alas. And fpeaking of one 
taken near Montpellier, he fays, tota alba, prater illas in 
alts partes qua nigra funt in Ciconiis 

(z) De Laet obferves, that while they are young their 
Feathers are chiefly white; but as they grow up, they 
are painted with an Infinity of Colours. Mais ilt diffe- 
rent en couleur, d' autant quits ont le plumage blanc quand ils 

(y) WJl.iist Antilles Edit. Hot lord. p. . 583- 

(%) Hi ft. du Nouvcau Monde, Lib, 1. Cap. 9- & Lib. iS. Cap. 1 5, 
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font jeunes ; puts apres a mefure quits croiffent, ils dement 
de coitleur de rofe, & en fin quand ils font agez, il eft tout 
incarnat, II fe trouve de ce m'emes oifeaux, pres de Monc- 
pclicr, qui ont fettlemnt le d'(fous des ailes & dtt corps in" 
earn At, & le dejfus noir, II sen voit auffi aux Ifies, qui ont 
les ailes r 4 lees de qndques flumes blanches & ncires, 

Dtt -Tertre gives much the lame account. Les James 
font hauemp plus hUncs que les vieux, <& ils rougiflhit 
a mefure qu'ils avanc-nt en age. fen ay veu auffi quel- 
quefuns qui avcient les ailes mtflees de plumes rouges, 
noires & blanches, & je croy que ce (ont les males, 

(f ) Conftantinus -\ Roftrum, & crura, ejr pars alarum, pu- 
nlcco colore rut Hat. 

Wihughby fays, the Neck and Body is white .• The 
Alarum Remises, or Quill-Feathers of the Wings, are 
black ; but the Feftiirkes, or Covert- Feathers, are 
wholly dyed with a moft beautiful, bright purple, or 
flame Colour, unde ei nomen. 

Dumpier, The young ones at firft are of a light grey; 
and as their Wing-Feathers (bring out, they grow darker, 
and never come to their right Colour, or any beautiful 
Shape, under ten or eleven Months old. When many 
of them are (landing together by a Pond's Side, being 
half a Mile diflant from a man, they appear to him like 
a Brick Wall; their Feathers being of the Colour of a 
new red Brick : And they commonly ftand upright and 
fingle, one by one exactly in a Row, except when 
feeding, and clofe by each other. 

Color Pedum. 

All Authors agree in the red Colour of its Legs 
and Feet. Thus Scaliger, Crura pedefque alis habit con- 
rolores. 



(!) Conftant. Lexicon Graci-Latin* 
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Color RoJIri, 

Gefnar (ays, Colore rubra inftar fanguink. 

Aldrovandta writes, Pars qua fpeclat frontttn ex So ad 
Cajlanea color cm vergit, c^etero nigrum- 

fVilloughby affirms, that the Tip of the Bill is black* 
or of a dark blue. 

Flgur*. 

The whole Fowl is delineated by Gefiscr and Aldro- 
vandus ; and Dr. Grew has given us the Figure of the 
Head and Bill, as he found it asnongft the Rarities in 
GrefitwfCo liege, N. R. The Figure of the Phwmeoper in 
Willoughby, is copyed from the feeond of Aldrovandta, 
Gefner fays the Pboemcopterus whence his Figure was ta- 
ke;?, was Cent to him by Rondeletius. Aldrovandus had 
the flrfl: of his Figures from Sardinia; and the feeond, 
which he calls Vhosnicoptertis alter rofiro laid, was given 
him by that famous Botanift Qarolus Cluflus : He owns 
that he never faw the Bird himfelf- 

In de Rcchfort, the Body and Neck of the FUmmant 
is pretty well delineated ; but the Legs are not, neither 
is the Bill, nor the Claws. 

(*) Du Hamd gives a very exacl: Account of this Bird 
in the following Words, with which I'll clofeihis tedious 
and prolix Defcripnon, collected from all the Authors 
that have made any mention of the Pbeenicopter or Red- 
Win?. Colio prdlongo-, crurilus prodaclis, exili pede 
fed firmo don&tur ; oculi it idem angufll [tint & ruhei $ 
cyfiU fellea e parte infer tore hepatis eft fenfilis. Fas ipfum 
t quo [ufpenditttr, cjuove hi km excipit, amplum eft, contra 
atqtte in Homine & in ^uadrupedibus obfervatur ? in his 



(*) Hijh Acad, R'iyale Edit, Pari?, p, si 3. 



( H° ) 

enim radices vcficulx funt admodum exiles. Qe[ophagus m 
fui initio valde angujlus, faulatim I at 'tor fall us in ingluvi- 
em fat in f tecum ampliorem definit : Ventriculus fere ut in 
Gallina, tametfi Grants non vefcitur, Jed parvis Conchy His, 
qus ventricdi muf cults tewntur ut Gratia. This Author 
tells us that: the Phceniccpter was diflc&ed by Monfieur 
Perrault at Paris. 

Ala ejus did' Ba colorem ilium rut Hum exhibent, unde 
vulgo fiamand did folet^ non quod in i3elgio repcriafur, 
fed quia ejus Plumx per memhranam pfllucidam vi(a colorem 
flammeum pr£hent ; Fix ulla e(l Avis major : Rojirum ex 
utraque parte deorfum incurvatum, quod in ea Ave omnino 
eft ftngulare ; aratri enim infiar infliClitur, unde ejr vulgo 
liecharu, quafi Aratriroftrum, appellatur. H.xc ille. 

When 1 get the Opportunity, which 1 do very much 
long for, of differing this line Volatile with my own 
Hand, I fiiall then more particularly infill on the Ana- 
tomical Part; and, with all the Exa&nels I can, give 
a true Description of each Vifcus. I proceed to the 
Explanation of the Figures, which were drawn from a 
Flamingo that was km to Mr. Botley to be ftuffi. 

The Explanation of the Figures. Tab. II. 

Fig. L Gives a Side-view of the Head and Bill. 

Fig. II. In this is reprefented a Front- view of the fame 
Parts. 

F/> III. Exhibits the under-fide of the Tongue next 
the under Bill. In which a denotes a Cartilaginous Sub- 
itance that covers the Tip or extremity of the Tongue ; 
h a G!andu!ous Subftance at its Bafis ; c the Horns of the 
Os Hjoeides. 

Fig. ) V. In this the upper fide of the Tongue is fairly 
delineated, upon which we fee two Rows of ftrong Papilla 
Nerve*', their Apices or Points turning inwards, for the 
better retention of the Prey, 

Fk, V. 
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Fig. V. la this the Tongue is drawn in a lateral View, 
that wc may have a Froipe£t of the true Figure of 
thefe FfipilU, which being hooked and turn 'd back- 
wards prevent, in a great Meafure, the return of any 
little Animal fwalloivM alive, which they feed upon. 

Fig. VI. The Cornua or Horns of the Os Hyoidmm 
are drawn in this laft Figure, as all the other Parts are, 
as big as the Life. 



Advertifement. 




HER E A S fome of our praelifing Surgeons. 
w ,,, as i am inform'd, have taken Offence at a 
Patlage in a Paper of mine, publifli'd in the laft Philofc- 
fhical Tranfatlhns, viz, By that fort of Enquiry the com- 
mon Miflake of Surgeons iras detected, and what was 
efttenid a rid treated by them as a i 'fixation of ths ffead of 
the Os femoris, was dlfcoverd to he nothing eife hut a fra- 
il are of the [me Bone near it's Neck; I take this firft 
Opportunity to explain my felf, that by the preceding 
Words I only meant the Writers of Surgery now ex- 
rant, as may appear by my Quotations, and not in 
the lead: intended any Reflection on the prefent Practiti- 
oners in it. That skilful Society I not only Refped and 
Eftecmfor their great Merit and extenfive Knowledge 
in the fcveral Parts of their Profefiion, but to them 
am under many Obligations alio, for the Honour they 
have done me in twice choofing me one of their Le- 
cturers. I have this farther to add, that that Obfer- 
vation was publifa'd entirely without my Knowledge 
about a Year after it had been read at a Meeting of the 

Royal Sockty. 

James Douglas. 
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